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Formality And Setting Decoder 
Directions: Read each short dialogue and decide 
which character would naturally say in back of and 
which would use behind based on the tone, formality, 
and setting. Write your answers in the blanks. 

 

1. Principal: "Please stand quietly near the auditorium entrance." 

Student: "Sure thing, I'll wait ________________________ the big red doors." 

 

2. Museum Guide: "The ancient sculpture is displayed 

________________________ a protective glass wall." 

Tourist: "Wow, I almost missed it hiding ________________________ that 

display case!" 

 

3. Coach: "Everyone needs to line up ________________________ the 

goalpost before we start drills." 

Player: "Got it, the cones are set up ________________________ the bench, 

right?" 

 

4. News Reporter: "The mayor spoke ________________________ the podium 

during the ceremony." 

Friend in Crowd: "I was standing ________________________ the stage and 

could see everything." 

 

5. Teacher: "Please store your art supplies ________________________ the 

cabinet when you're done." 

Student: "I already put mine ________________________ the shelf next to it." 

 

 


