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Deeper PIE (Persuade, Inform, or Entertain) 

Directions: Read each passage carefully and decide whether the author’s 
purpose is to Persuade, Inform, or Entertain. Write your answer on the line 
provided. 

1. Every year, millions of tons of plastic end up in the ocean, harming marine life and 
polluting ecosystems. Sea turtles, for example, often mistake plastic bags for jellyfish, 
leading to serious injuries or even death. By reducing our use of single-use plastics and 
supporting environmental initiatives, we can protect ocean life for future generations. Don’t 
wait—make a di erence today. 

Author’s Purpose: _________________________________________________________________ 

2. The Great Wall of China stretches over 13,000 miles and was built over several centuries. 
Originally constructed to defend against invasions, it is now one of the most famous tourist 
attractions in the world. Made from stone, brick, and other materials, it showcases the 
engineering skills of ancient Chinese civilizations. 

Author’s Purpose: _________________________________________________________________ 

3. The detective crept through the dark hallway, flashlight in hand. Every creak in the old 
wooden floorboards made her pause. Suddenly, a loud thump echoed from the room 
ahead. She took a deep breath, pushed the door open—and found nothing. Or so she 
thought, until the whisper came from the corner: “I’ve been waiting for you.” 

Author’s Purpose: _________________________________________________________________ 

4. Many people think all fats are bad, but that’s not true. Healthy fats—like those found in 
avocados, nuts, and olive oil—are essential for your body. They help absorb nutrients, 
provide energy, and keep your brain functioning properly. So don’t skip the guacamole—
just be smart about your choices! 

Author’s Purpose: _________________________________________________________________ 

5. Maggie couldn’t believe her luck. First, she missed the bus, then it started raining—and 
now her science project had fallen into a puddle. She stood there, drenched, holding a 
soggy volcano model and wondering if anything else could possibly go wrong. 

Author’s Purpose: _________________________________________________________________ 


