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Spotting Textual Clues Answer Key

1. Headline: “The Case for a Four-Day Workweek”

Clue 1: Use of persuasive language like “it’s time to rethink the 40-hour standard”
Clue 2: Citing studies from Iceland and New Zealand showing higher productivity and lower
burnout

Author’s Purpose: Persuade
To convince the reader to support a shift to a four-day workweek by presenting benefits and
evidence.

2. Article Excerpt

Clue 1: Use of statistics like “deforestation increased by 22%”
Clue 2: Scientific tone and language, including phrases like “tipping point” and
“irreversible damage”

Author’s Purpose: Inform
To present facts and raise awareness about deforestation in the Amazon Rainforest.

3. Story Excerpt

Clue 1: Descriptive imagery such as “the silence around him was thick” and “a hawk
screamed”

Clue 2: Focus on a character’s inner journey and tension: “the hardest part of the journey
was still ahead”

Author’s Purpose: Entertain
To engage the reader with a dramatic and immersive narrative.
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