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Facts vs. Opinions and Purpose 

Directions: For each passage: 
1. Identify one sentence that is a fact. Circle it. 
2. Identify one sentence that is an opinion. Underline it. 
3. Determine the author’s overall purpose: Inform, Persuade, or Entertain. 

Write your answers in the spaces provided. 

 

1. Electric cars have become more popular in recent years. Many models now o er ranges 
of over 300 miles per charge, and charging stations are appearing in more public places. 
However, electric cars are still too expensive for the average family and may not be the best 
solution for everyone. Gas-powered vehicles remain more a ordable and reliable for many 
drivers. 

Author’s Purpose: ________________________________________________ 

 

2. When I was a child, I used to lie in the backyard and imagine the clouds were ships 
sailing across the sky. The summer air smelled like cut grass and sunscreen, and everything 
felt possible. Looking back, I think those moments were the happiest I’ve ever been, and 
sometimes I wish I could go back. 

Author’s Purpose: ________________________________________________ 

 

3. Sharks have been around for over 400 million years, making them older than dinosaurs. 
They play a crucial role in maintaining balance in the ocean ecosystem. Despite this, media 
often portrays them as mindless killers. The truth is, shark attacks are extremely rare, and 
humans pose a far greater threat to sharks than the other way around. 

Author’s Purpose: ________________________________________________ 

 

4. Every student should be required to take a financial literacy course before graduating 
high school. Learning how to budget, save, and understand credit cards is far more useful 
than memorizing algebra formulas that most people never use again. If we truly care about 
preparing students for the real world, this change is long overdue. 

Author’s Purpose: ________________________________________________ 


