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Hughes in Time 
Directions: Read the passage below about the life of the 
author. Pay attention to the dates, places, and 
accomplishments mentioned. After reading, arrange the 
events in the correct chronological order.  

The Life of Langston Hughes 

Langston Hughes, one of America’s most influential poets, was born in Joplin, 
Missouri, in 1902. His early childhood was spent with his grandmother, who told him 
stories that inspired his imagination. After graduating from high school in 
Cleveland in 1920, Hughes traveled to Mexico to visit his father. That same year, 
one of his first poems was published in The Crisis, a leading magazine for African 
American writers. 

In 1921, Hughes enrolled at Columbia University, where he began to connect with 
writers of the Harlem Renaissance. He published his first book of poetry, The Weary 
Blues, in 1926, which captured the rhythms of jazz and blues. Over the next 
decades, Hughes wrote novels, plays, and newspaper columns that gave voice 
to African American culture and struggles. 

He continued writing until his death in 1967, leaving behind a legacy of poetry 
that celebrated identity, resilience, and pride. Today, Hughes is remembered as 
a central figure in American literature and the Harlem Renaissance. 

A. Publishes The Weary Blues, his first poetry book. 
B. Dies in 1967, leaving a lasting literary legacy. 
C. Is born in Joplin, Missouri, in 1902. 
D. Travels to Mexico to visit his father in 1920; publishes first poem. 
E. Enrolls at Columbia University and connects with Harlem Renaissance writers in 
1921. 

 

 

 

 

 


