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Mission Log Vocabulary Match - "Journey Through the Debris" Answer Key 

1. E – Asteroid belt = The region between Mars and Jupiter filled with rocky space 

objects. 

2. G – Meteoroid = A small space rock traveling in space that hasn’t entered the 

atmosphere. 

3. F – Comet = A frozen body of ice, rock, and dust that forms a tail when heated by the 

Sun. 

4. D – Coma = A cloud of gas and dust that forms around a comet’s nucleus when it 

nears the Sun. 

5. C – Meteor = A rocky or metallic body that enters Earth's atmosphere and burns up, 

producing a streak of light. 

6. H – Meteorite = A leftover fragment from a meteor that survives the atmosphere and 

lands on a surface. 

7. A – Oort Cloud = A large collection of icy bodies far beyond Pluto, where long-period 

comets come from. 

8. I – Kuiper Belt = A band of icy objects beyond Neptune that includes dwarf planets. 

9. B – Asteroid = A rocky or metallic object, smaller than a planet, that orbits the Sun—

often found between Mars and Jupiter. 

10. J – Meteor shower = An event where multiple meteors are seen in the sky, usually 

caused by passing through comet debris. 

 

 


