Name

Opposite Continuum Answer Key
Sample Responses:

1. tiny — small — large — gigantic — enormous
peaceful - calm — irritated — annoyed — furious
prehistoric — ancient — old —- modern — new
freezing — cold — chilly - warm — hot
dull - dim — bright — radiant — brilliant
terrified — nervous — uneasy — brave — fearless
despair — misery — sadness — contentment — joy

greedy — stingy — selfish — giving — generous

o 0o N o 0~ O DN

sience — hushed — quiet — noisy — deafening

10.loss — setback — failure — success — friumph

Teacher’s Guide:

« Differentiation: For struggling students, provide context clues or visual scales
(e.q.. temperature for hot/cold). Challenge advanced students to justify
their order choices with nuanced explanations of tone or degree.

« Engagement Tip: Use movement—Ilabel each end of the classroom as one
extreme and have students physically place cards (words) along a *human

spectrum.”

e Extension Idea: Encourage students to create their own five-step antonym
spectrums using words from literature or academic texts they're studying.

« Cross-Grade Adaptation: For upper-level students, explore conceptual
spectrums (e.g., “justice — fairness — neutrality — bias — corruption™) to
connect antonyms with abstract reasoning and moral themes.
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