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Nuanced Opposites 
Directions: Read each sentence carefully. Identify and 
underline the pair of antonyms (opposite words) within 
each context. Some pairs may be subtle or abstract, so 
think about tone and meaning, not just direct opposites. 

 

1. In his speech, the politician promised unity in a nation long divided by conflict. 

2. The scientist’s discovery transformed what was once theoretical into something 

entirely practical. 

3. When the teacher praised honesty, she also warned that deception would lead 

to serious consequences. 

4. The novel’s protagonist began as an optimist, but tragedy turned her into a 

pessimist before the story’s end. 

5. The museum’s new wing focuses on ancient artifacts, while the adjoining gallery 

showcases contemporary art. 

6. The commander’s courage inspired the soldiers, but their enemies’ fear caused 

them to retreat. 

7. The philosopher explored how order can rise from chaos and how balance 

depends on both. 

8. During the debate, one student argued for freedom, while the other defended 

restriction for safety’s sake. 

9. In the desert, the nights are frigid, but the days are unbearably scorching. 

10. While the professor valued logic, her colleague believed that emotion 

revealed deeper truths about humanity. 

 


