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Ocean Trail Riddles Answer Key 
1. Christopher Columbus 

2. Ferdinand Magellan 

3. Vasco da Gama 

4. Francisco Pizarro 

5. Hernán Cortés 

6. Bartolomeu Dias 

7. Jacques Cartier 

8. John Cabot 

 

Teacher's Guide 

• Purpose: Builds comprehension through context clues and reinforces 
exploration geography by identifying routes, achievements, and explorers 
through descriptive riddles. 

• Differentiation Tips: 

o For younger readers, preview each explorer's name with short 
summaries before starting. 

o For advanced learners, remove the word bank and encourage 
independent recall. 

o Allow struggling readers to underline key clue words (dates, 
locations, or outcomes). 

• Engagement Ideas: 

o Turn the riddles into a class "Guess the Explorer" game-read aloud 
and let students call out answers. 

o Create explorer name cards and have students match them to the 
correct riddle posted around the classroom. 

• Extension Activities: 

o Have students write their own explorer riddles for classmates to solve. 

o Ask students to trace each explorer's route on a world map and add 
a short caption explaining what they achieved. 

 

 


