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Portraits of the Creightons Answer Key 
(Sample Responses) 

Jethro Creighton 

• Trait: Responsible | Evidence: He takes on farm duties after his father falls 
ill. | Explanation: Jethro grows into maturity by handling responsibilities 
beyond his years. 

• Trait: Curious | Evidence: He avidly reads newspapers to follow the war. | 
Explanation: His hunger for knowledge shows intellectual growth. 

Shadrach Yale 

• Trait: Courageous | Evidence: He volunteers to fight in the war despite 
danger. | Explanation: His bravery reflects his devotion to duty and 
country. 

• Trait: Supportive | Evidence: He encourages Jethro to learn and think for 
himself. | Explanation: Shadrach acts as a mentor and moral guide. 

Bill Creighton 

• Trait: Conflicted | Evidence: He chooses to fight for the Confederacy 
though his family is Union-leaning. | Explanation: His decision shows deep 
internal struggle. 

• Trait: Honest | Evidence: He explains openly to Jethro why he believes in 
his choice. | Explanation: Bill does not hide his reasoning even though it 
pains his family. 

Ellen Creighton 

• Trait: Nurturing | Evidence: She comforts her children during times of fear 
and loss. | Explanation: Her care holds the family together during 
hardship. 

• Trait: Faithful | Evidence: She relies on prayer during uncertain times. | 
Explanation: Her belief gives strength to the family. 

Matthew Creighton 

• Trait: Wise | Evidence: He counsels his children to think carefully before 
judging others. | Explanation: His guidance helps shape Jethro’s 
understanding of fairness. 

• Trait: Respected | Evidence: Neighbors look to him for advice and 
leadership. | Explanation: His reputation is built on integrity and 
steadiness. 


