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War’s Impact on the Creightons Answer Key
Prewriting Organizer (Sample)

1. Tom dies in the war — The family grieves deeply and becomes more
protective of each other.

2. Bill' joins the Confederacy — The family struggles with division and the pain
of opposing loyalties.

3. Matthew falls ill and cannot work — Jethro must take over responsibilities,
forcing him to mature.

Sample Thesis Statement

The Civil War changes the Creighton family by bringing them grief, dividing their
loyalties, and forcing Jethro to grow up too quickly.

Sample Essay Outline
« Introduction: State thesis about the war's effects.

e Body Paragraph 1: Tom’s death shows the personal cost of war and its
emotional toll on the family.

« Body Paragraph 2: Bill's choice to fight for the Confederacy divides the
family, showing how national conflict breaks into households.

e Body Paragraph 3: With Matthew ill, Jethro’s new responsibilities show how
the war forces children to take on adult roles.

« Conclusion: The war forever changes the Creightons, leaving them
stronger in some ways but marked by sorrow and hardship.
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