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Echoes of Aprils Answer Key 
Answer Key (Sample Responses) 

1. Quote: “It seemed to Jethro that the war had gone on forever, and he 
could scarcely remember when people had lived in peace.” 

• Meaning: Jethro feels the war has consumed all of life and overshadowed 
his memories of normal times. 

• Theme: Loss / War’s impact. 

• Importance: Shows how war shapes perspective, especially for young 
people growing up during conflict. 

2. Quote: “It was a bitter thing to see a brother go against the others, and 
Jethro felt torn between love and loyalty.” 

• Meaning: Jethro struggles with his love for Bill and loyalty to the Union 
cause. 

• Theme: Loyalty / Family division. 

• Importance: Captures the novel’s central conflict of divided families 
during the Civil War. 

3. Quote: “The newspapers became Jethro’s teachers, and every word 
about the war seemed to change him.” 

• Meaning: Jethro gains knowledge and maturity through reading. 

• Theme: Growth / Education. 

• Importance: Highlights Jethro’s coming-of-age journey. 

4. Quote: “The Creightons knew loss more than once, but still they worked 
the land and prayed for strength.” 

• Meaning: The family endures repeated grief yet continues to persevere. 

• Theme: Loss / Family resilience. 

• Importance: Shows the family’s strength and ability to endure hardships. 

 

 


