Name

Acronym Overload Answer Key
Incorrect / Misleading Acronyms and Explanations:

1. PIN number - Incorrect because “PIN" already means Personal
Identification Number. Saying “PIN number” repeats “number.”
Correct: Enter your PIN.

2. PDF format — Incorrect because “PDF” stands for Portable Document
Format. Repeating “format” is redundant.
Correct: Upload the file as a PDF.

3. HIV virus - Incorrect because “HIV" already includes ‘“virus” (Human
Immunodeficiency Virus).
Correct: Discuss HIV in your report.

4. LCD display - Incorrect because “LCD" means Liquid Crystal Display.
Correct: The LCD shows bright colors.

Teacher’s Guide

o Begin with a quick warm-up by asking students if they've ever heard or used
phrases like “ATM machine” or “PIN number.”

o Discuss why redundancy often occurs in casual speech but should be
avoided in professional or academic writing.

Differentiation Ideas:

« Advanced learners: Challenge students to explore how linguistic
redundancy spreads in culture and media.

Engagement and Extension:

« Create a “Redundancy Detectives” classroom activity: students listen to
short scripts or read headlines to spot incorrect acronym use.

« Connect to media literacy: analyze why redundant acronyms persist in
marketing (e.g., “ATM machine” sounds more natural to consumers).
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