Name

Formal Or Fun Acronyms Answer Key

Formal Acronyms:

CEO - Chief Executive Officer (used in business/professional contexts)

UN — United Nations (used in global or political contexts)

Informal Acronyms:

LOL — Laugh Out Loud (used in casual texting or online chats)

BRB — Be Right Back (used in informal, digital conversations)

Reasoning Example:

“CEQ" is formal because it refers to a job fitle used in business; “LOL" is informal
because it expresses humor in casual online language.

Teacher’s Guide

Begin by asking students when they might speak or write formally versus
casually.

Read the passage together, pausing at each acronym to discuss where
students might encounter it (emails, texts, news, etc.).

Differentiation Ideas:

Grades 6-7: Provide a list of acronyms and have students sort them into
“Formal” or “Informal.”

Grades 8-10: Have students find additional acronyms from professional and
digital life (e.g., FBI, NASA, TTYL, IDK).

Advanced learners (Grades 11-12): Ask them to rewrite part of the passage
using only formal or informal acronyms and explain how tone changes.

Engagement and Extension: Connect the lesson to media literacy by analyzing
social media posts or emails to identify tone and audience.
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