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Lewis vs. Relativism 
Instructions: In The Abolition of Man, C.S. Lewis argues for the 
importance of objective value (a universal moral law) and warns 
against relativism (the belief that values are subjective and 
personal). Today, many cultural debates reflect moral relativism. 

Fill in the chart with details from Lewis’s essay and a chosen modern example of 
moral relativism (e.g., “everyone has their own truth,” online debates about 
“cancel culture,” or arguments about morality being based only on feelings). 

Category Lewis’s View (The Abolition of Man) Modern Relativism Example 

Source of 
Morality   

Purpose of 
Moral 
Education 

  

Consequences 
of Denying 
Universal Truth 

  

How Values Are 
Defended   

Danger to 
Society   

 

Compare Lewis’s role as a moral philosopher with the voices you hear in today’s 
world. What similarities or differences stand out most? 
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