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A Christmas Carol: Quote Analysis Answer Key 
1. “Bah! Humbug!” 

• Speaker: Scrooge. 

• Meaning: He dismisses Christmas as nonsense. 

• Reveals: Shows his bitterness, greed, and rejection of joy and generosity at 
the start. 

2. “I wear the chain I forged in life.” 

• Speaker: Marley’s Ghost. 

• Meaning: His selfish choices created eternal punishment, symbolized by his 
chain. 

• Reveals: Theme of consequences for greed and lack of compassion. 

3. “Are there no prisons? Are there no workhouses?” 

• Speaker: Scrooge (early in the story). 

• Meaning: He dismisses helping the poor, saying they can go to institutions. 

• Reveals: Harsh attitudes toward the poor and Dickens’ critique of social 
injustice. 

4. “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.” 

• Speaker: Scrooge (after his transformation). 

• Meaning: He vows to live with generosity and goodwill beyond just 
Christmas Day. 

• Reveals: Redemption theme; shows his complete change of heart. 

5. “Scrooge was better than his word. He did it all, and infinitely more.” 

• Narrator describing Scrooge. 

• Meaning: He kept his promise to change and went above and beyond. 

• Reveals: Transformation, lasting generosity, and Dickens’ hopeful message 
about personal growth. 

 


